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meat cutter to welder to United States 
Senator. 

But—it’s important to note—Senator 
BYRD has never hidden the secret of his 
success. If you talk to him, he will give 
credit to whom credit is due. 

He said it right here on the Senate 
floor in May of 2000 days before his 63rd 
anniversary. He said: ‘‘I have to frank-
ly say that what little I have amount-
ed, if it is anything much, I owe for the 
most part to [Erma].’’ 

Well Erma, the people of West Vir-
ginia and the United States owe you a 
debt of gratitude for all you’ve done for 
your husband and for giving us his 
time for so many years. 

I’ve said before, Senator BYRD is a 
mentor of mine. 

I have had the good fortunate of serv-
ing with him in the Senate since 1986. 
In these 19 years, I’ve gotten to know 
Senator BYRD and Erma well. They are 
a wonderful couple, delightful individ-
uals, and I am honored to call them 
both friends. 

Senator BYRD and Erma have no 
doubt seen many changes over their 68 
years of marriage—none bigger than 
the size of their family. They have two 
daughters—Mona and Marjorie—and 
over a dozen grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 

Of course, no one can talk about Mr. 
and Mrs. ROBERT BYRD without recall-
ing how they came to be together. He 
used sweets to get to her heart. 

In school, a young ROBERT BYRD used 
to take sweets from a fellow classmate 
but he wouldn’t eat them. He would 
store them up and give them to Erma 
when he met her in the hall. Years 
later he would say: ‘‘That’s the way 
you court a girl—with another boy’s 
bubble gum.’’ 

I have said many times that the 
Members of this Chamber are a family. 
And what an amazing example of fam-
ily we have in Senator BYRD and Erma. 

For 68 years of marriage, they have 
set a high standard for us all. It is a 
tribute to their love for each other, and 
for the rich, productive life they have 
enjoyed. 

I congratulate them once again and 
pray for many more years of happiness 
together. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, this com-
ing Monday, Americans across the Na-
tion will hang flags at their doors and 
place small flags and flowers on the 
gravesites of loved ones and soldiers in 
a tradition that stretches deep into 
history, perhaps back to the advent of 
warfare. 

The selection of the last Monday in 
May is unique to the United States, 
but remembering and honoring those 
fallen in battle is deeply ingrained in 
the human heart. On this day, these 
sons and fathers, uncles and brothers 
and, more recently, daughters and 
mothers, aunts and nieces are family 
members to us all. Lost to us too early, 
their images remain frozen in time, 

young faces trying to look stern in 
crisp uniforms. Their sacrifices on bat-
tlefields from the Argonne to Tripoli, 
Pearl Harbor to Iwo Jima, Porkchop 
Hill to Hamburger Hill, Kabul to Bagh-
dad have kept the Nation safe and car-
ried the American ideals of liberty and 
democracy across the surface of the 
globe. 

This week, as the Senate struggled 
and ultimately overcame an arcane but 
fundamental challenge to our constitu-
tional system of checks and balances, 
we have, I believe, honored the memory 
of all of those soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and Marines. They defended the Nation 
and the Constitution from without; a 
bipartisan group of Senators this week 
defended it from within, thank God. 

I rejoice that 14 Senators could rise 
above partisan politics to understand 
and preserve the carefully crafted bal-
ance of powers inscribed in our Con-
stitution. Without the Constitution, 
the millions of lives and billions of dol-
lars spent over the years on our Na-
tion’s defense, the flower of our youth 
and our hard-earned treasure, would 
have gone for naught. Our form of Gov-
ernment, acknowledging the might of 
the majority but protecting the rights 
of the minority, balancing populous 
States against States with smaller pop-
ulations, preserving the voice and will 
of the people as the ultimate check 
against the rise of a tyrant king, that 
is our greatest treasure. It is the pres-
ervation of our form of Government 
that merits committing our young to 
the bloody horrors of battle. 

It is perhaps appropriate, in this con-
text, that the Senate’s battle is con-
cluded just before Memorial Day, 
which originated after our Nation’s 
most divisive and bloody war ever 
fought on our home soil. The Civil War 
pit over 2.2 million Union soldiers 
against just over 1 million Confederate 
soldiers, resulting in almost 600,000 
deaths, a third in battle and the rest 
from war’s accompanying furies of dis-
ease and privation. It is a tribute to 
the heart’s powers of healing that soon 
after the war, individuals and commu-
nities could put aside their differences 
in the graveyard and simply mourn 
their losses together. 

Over 42 million American patriots 
have risked their lives for our Nation 
since the Revolutionary War. Over 17 
million war veterans, of among over 25 
million veterans of military service, 
live among us still. I salute them all, 
and thank them and their families for 
their bravery and their patriotism. 

Of the 42 million Americans who saw 
battle during their military service, 
over 650,000 died in battle. That is 
650,000 families who received the ter-
rible news that their loved one had 
been killed. In World War II, the tragic 
news often came by telegram, and 
Americans learned to dread the sight of 
those envelopes. 

As of May 23, 2005, in connection with 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, 1,623 families 
have answered the door to the solemn 
faces of two officers whose hard duty it 

is to report the tragic news that an-
other life has been lost. Another 186 
families have gotten the same sad news 
coming from Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan. My prayers go out 
to these families. There are no words 
that can console the grieving heart at 
times like these. The widow’s flag, 
folded with care after a military cere-
mony, offers little comfort. But these 
brave men and women, and the families 
they leave behind, are part of a long 
chain of sacrifice and grief that firm 
the resolve of the Nation. Never should 
we forget their service to the Nation 
and the Constitution. Never should we 
squander their sacrifice on momentary 
partisan advantages that erode the in-
tegrity of the Constitution and, in 
turn, the continued health and vitality 
of our form of government. 

On this Memorial Day, and on every 
Memorial Day, I urge Americans to put 
out their flags and to honor the fallen. 
I further urge them, in the spirit of 
those first Memorial Days, to put aside 
partisanship in favor of true patriot-
ism, and to love and preserve our Na-
tion and our Constitution in a lasting 
tribute to those who have given their 
lives in its defense. 

As is my custom on these occasions, 
I would like to close with a poem. This 
piece is by Edgar Guest, and is called, 
‘‘Memorial Day.’’ 

MEMORIAL DAY 

The finest tribute we can pay 
Unto our hero dead today, 
Is not a rose wreath, white and red, 
In memory of the blood they shed; 
It is to stand beside each mound, 
Each couch of consecrated ground, 
And pledge ourselves as warriors true 
Unto the work they died to do. 

Into God’s valleys where they lie 
At rest, beneath the open sky, 
Triumphant now o’er every foe, 
As living tributes let us go. 
No wreath of rose or immortelles 
Or spoken word or tolling bells 
Will do today, unless we give 
Our pledge that liberty shall live. 

Our hearts must be the roses red 
We place above our hero dead; 
Today beside their graves we must 
Renew allegiance to their trust; 
Must bare our heads and humbly say 
We hold the Flag as dear as they, 
And stand, as once they stood, to die 
To keep the Stars and Stripes on high. 

The finest tribute we can pay 
Unto our hero dead today 
Is not of speech or roses red, 
But living, throbbing hearts instead, 
That shall renew the pledge they sealed 
With death upon the battlefield; 
That freedom’s flag shall bear no stain 
And free men wear no tyrant’s chain. 

‘‘No Tyrant’s Chain.’’ 
I yield the floor. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BETTY 
SIEGEL 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I rise 
to memorialize in the RECORD of the 
Senate the name of a great educator in 
the State of Georgia. Two weeks ago at 
the commencement exercises of Ken-
nesaw State University in Kennesaw, 
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GA, a lady by the name of Dr. Betty 
Siegel announced at the end of that 
commencement her retirement as 
president of Kennesaw State Univer-
sity after 25 years of service. 

One might think in listening to that, 
well, that is a nice accomplishment, 
but is that so significant? I will talk 
for a minute about how significant this 
woman’s life and her contributions 
have been. 

Twenty-five years ago there were not 
many women presidents of any colleges 
or universities in the United States of 
America. In fact, Betty Siegel became 
the first president of a public univer-
sity in the history of the university 
system of Georgia. She took the leader-
ship of a small, urban campus, nonresi-
dential, known as Kennesaw State Col-
lege, with students numbering 4,000, 
handing out a handful of degrees, most 
all to computer learners. 

As Dr. Siegel announced her retire-
ment 2 weeks ago, she leaves a univer-
sity with 18,000 students, third only to 
the University of Georgia and Georgia 
State University in population in our 
State, granting multiple degrees and a 
forerunner in our State in nursing, in 
education, in family business, in lead-
ership, and in ethics. 

Betty Siegel graduated from Wake 
Forest with an undergraduate degree 
and went to the University of North 
Carolina for her master’s and doctorate 
from Florida State. She taught, she be-
came a dean, throughout the south-
eastern United States. But when she 
was tapped, it was not only the right 
person for the time, it was the best de-
cision possible. She broke the glass 
ceiling for women presidents at univer-
sities and colleges in Georgia because 
now we have many. She was the fore-
runner. 

She built an urban university that 
was nonresidential and commuter into 
a combination commuter and residen-
tial university of renown and respect 
all over the United States. 

While she did it, she did just a few 
other things. She got appointed to five 
corporate boards because of her con-
tribution, her intellect, her knowledge, 
and her breadth and depth. She became 
president of a Chamber of Commerce. 
How many times have you heard of a 
college president or university presi-
dent going on to be the president of a 
local community Chamber of Com-
merce? This happens to be the second 
largest Chamber of Commerce in the 
State of Georgia. But that is how re-
markable Betty Siegel is. 

I also mentioned in my remarks ear-
lier that Kennesaw was the leader in 
leadership and ethics. They are because 
Betty Siegel found a way, through cor-
porate and private donations, to endow 
a chair and build a school committed 
to leadership in ethics, in business, and 
in public life. 

Through her commitment to under-
stand the strength of small business 
and the fact that it is the heart of 
American employment, she founded, in 
our State, at her university, a division 

of family business, second to none, that 
today is the resource for families who 
try to make those transitions from one 
generation to the next, to make the 
transition from small business to me-
dium-sized business to large business, 
or to seek the guidance that is so 
unique for small family businesses. 
And Kennesaw State University is that 
institution. 

But I want to tell you something 
about Dr. Betty Siegel. 

Retirement is not quite the appro-
priate announcement because she has 
never retired from her commitment in 
her life to young people and to their 
education, and she will not now. Be-
cause when asked, after her announce-
ment—within minutes—well, what are 
you going to do? She said: I am going 
to teach. I am going to work with 
young people. I am going to try to 
make their lives better. 

After making that announcement, 
she spent the next week overnight in a 
dorm with students, asking how she 
could advise the next president to 
make the services of Kennesaw State 
University even better for the students 
who will enter in the fall of 2005 and go 
on to 2006. 

It gives me a great deal of pleasure 
and it is a privilege to recognize on the 
Senate floor the contributions of Dr. 
Betty Siegel to the children of Georgia, 
her contributions to higher education, 
the ceiling she broke for women in aca-
demics in our State, and, most impor-
tantly, all of her continuing capacity 
to helping and teaching our young peo-
ple. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SPECIALIST TRAVIS ANDERSON 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to take a moment to remember 
one of our fallen heroes, a young man 
from my home State and my native 
San Luis Valley, SPC Travis Anderson. 

Specialist Anderson was killed in 
Iraq on May 13, 2005. He was 28 years 
old and a native of Hooper, CO, a small 
town of 123 not much different from 
where I grew up in the San Luis Valley. 

A terrorist car bomb struck his 
HumVee, killing him and wounding 
several fellow soldiers in the vehicle 
with him. All of us were fortunate to 
be blessed by his life and we are all sad-
dened by his loss. He exemplified cour-
age, discipline and patriotism, some of 
the finest qualities that we prize in 
Colorado and across this Nation. 

Specialist Anderson—‘‘Loopie’’ to his 
family and friends and ‘‘Cowboy’’ to his 
fellow soldiers in Bravo Company, 3rd 
Infantry Division—was the kind of man 
that makes all of Colorado proud. 

His family and friends remember that 
Travis was a rambunctious youngster. 
He went on to work as a farmer and 
ranch hand in Montana and Nevada. He 
worked hard to earn his high school di-
ploma and even defeated the 
hantavirus, which at one point reduced 
him to a mere 100 pounds. 

But after those horrible hours on 9/11, 
Specialist Anderson heard a higher 

calling, one above his own self interest, 
and he enlisted in the Army at 26. In 
the Army, he flourished into a man of 
discipline and initiative. 

He had the admiration and respect of 
his fellow soldiers and superiors. 
‘‘Sometimes I wish we had a whole pla-
toon of him,’’ said SSG Jeremy 
Schultz, who served with Specialist 
Anderson in Iraq. Don’t we all; don’t 
we all. 

Specialist Anderson of the Army’s 
2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, 
1st Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division was 
training with the Special Forces when 
he was killed earlier this month. He 
was awarded the Bronze Star post-
humously. He came from humble be-
ginnings and aspired to quiet greatness 
with an even greater heart. 

President John F. Kennedy once said, 
‘‘Every area of trouble gives out a ray 
of hope, and the one unchangeable cer-
tainty is that nothing is certain or un-
changeable.’’ SPC Travis Anderson ex-
emplified this in his mission of service 
to his nation. He will be missed by all 
those around him and he and his family 
will remain in our prayers. And to his 
family and friends, I say, on behalf of a 
grateful nation: thank you for sharing 
Travis with us. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY 2005 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to 
recognize the significance of Memorial 
Day and to remember the Americans it 
commemorates. In just a few days, we 
will come together as a Nation to pay 
tribute to the courageous men and 
women who fought and died for our 
country. Too often we take for granted 
the freedoms we, as Americans, enjoy, 
too often we forget those who gave 
their lives to secure this liberty. 

America has honored its fallen sol-
diers with a Memorial Day, sometimes 
called Decoration Day, since the Civil 
War. Though we are grateful to these 
heroes each and every day, it was rec-
ognized that we should set aside 1 day 
in particular, the last Monday in May, 
to be especially mindful of the brave 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines 
who paid the ultimate price for their 
fellow citizens. 

During a time when we continue to 
lose more of our friends, family and 
neighbors in combat overseas, I am es-
pecially mindful of the sacrifices made 
by our men and women in the military. 
I served in World War II, and I have 
seen firsthand the bravery and selfless-
ness that is a common thread in our 
military personnel. Though I was lucky 
enough to return home, not a day 
passes when I do not think of my com-
rades who were not as fortunate, and I 
am eternally grateful to them. 

On this earnest occasion, I would like 
to draw attention to what we can do 
for those veteran soldiers still with us 
so that we do not disrespect the sac-
rifices made by those we have lost. We 
must provide full funding for veterans’ 
health care. Every year the President 
sends forward his budget proposal to 
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